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the officer whom they saw in the commander-in-chiefJs fine
coach was the same traveller as they had taken up for a
!                                  deserter in spite of his papers being in order; the good man
'l                                 was indeed very proud of the judgment which he had given
I i                               on that occasion.
i/   ;                                     We stayed twenty-four hours at Pau, and returned to fr*                                      Bayonne, whence the general despatched Mainvielle and me 5" ,                               to Brest to get his quarters ready.    We travelled by the mail j\"                                as far as Bordeaux, but from that point there were no public IM                               conveyances, and we were obliged to bestride post-horses, ||f                               which, of all ways of travelling, is certainly the roughest.    It |i                                rained, the roads were fearful, the nights pitch-dark, and still $ \                            we had to gallop ahead in spite of these hindrances, for our f,                            mission was urgent.    I have never been a first-rate rider, but *fJ                                   my practice on horseback and the year that I had just passed j * *                                  at the Versailles riding-school gave me sufficient confidence |fj                                  to enable me to push along the frightful screws which we ;4(J                                   were obliged to ride.    I got pretty well therefore through J%          *                       my apprenticeship to the trade of mounted messenger, which ^]                                   you will see that I was forced by circumstances later on to *'<\                              learn thoroughly.    Mainvielle was not so well off, so that it 1                              took us two days  and two nights to reach Nantes, where he **<                             arrived utterly broken down and unable to  ride  post any J'|                             farther.    However, as we could not allow the commander-mil                             chief to find himself without lodging on his arrival at Brest, |1                             it was arranged that I should go on to that town, and that \{                             Mainvielle  should rejoin me by carriage.    On  arriving   I p                             hired the house of the banker Pasquier, the brother of the &                             former Chancellor and President of the Upper House.    My I                             comrades, including Mainvielle, soon joined me and helped i                             me to arrange the commander-in-chief s establishment in a '                             way that seemed suitable for the state  in  which  he  pro-?                             posed to keep house.    The beginning of the year 1804 found j                             us at Brest.    Our army corps consisted of two divisions of infantry and a brigade of cavalry;  the troops were not encamped, but billeted in the neighbouring villages, the generals and their staffs lodging in Brest.    In the roads and the j                             harbour were many vessels of every class ; with officers of the